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What a busy time the month of 

December has been for our stu-

dents and staff at TCN!  It is hard 

to believe that as I write this, our 

high school students are taking 

their semester exams and winter 

break is just around the corner.   

It is a time where many parents, 

grandparents and community 

members have taken time out of 

their schedules to come into our 

school to watch children perform 

during their annual winter pro-

grams.  It is also a time for service, 

where students of TCN give back 

to their great community.  We do 

this in a variety of ways; from the 

Cabbage Patch food drive, where 

students donated over $200.00 

and 2,163 food items, to our Mid-

dle School VIP group who went 

caroling at four of the local nurs-

ing homes.  Our students also 

donated over $1000.00 to Chil-

dren’s Cancer Research after com-

pleting a fundraiser called “Hats 

On Day”.  I truly believe that our 

students are learning the value of 

helping others. 

Many other positive programs 

have also taken place over the past 

couple of months.  Two of my 

favorites are the Veterans Day 

program and the Senior Citizen 

Luncheon.  The Veterans Day 

program has given our students an 

opportunity to not only honor 

our Veterans, but also to learn a 

great deal about Patriotism.  The 

Senior Citizen Luncheon is a 

wonderful time for our local sen-

iors to fellowship, enjoy a great 

meal and be entertained by our 

students.  Thank you to all of the area businesses who generously 

donated door prizes for the luncheon!   

Even though the school year is half over, we still have many key 

events that will be coming up in the near future.  Some of those are 

the Ohio Graduation Test that our sophomores will take, the Ohio 

Achievement Test that our students in grades three through eight 

will take and passing our renewal levy in March.  All money gener-

ated by the renewal of our current emergency levy will go toward 

the overall operations of the school district. 

It is my wish that each of you have a wonderful holiday season and 

a very happy new year!    

On Friday, November 9th, Tri-County North presented their annual Veterans’ Day program honoring 

our veterans of the armed services.  Many veterans, speakers and other honored guests were present at 

the event, which was held in the high school gym.  Emcee for the event was Lane Hart, TCNHS Stu-

dent Council President.  The entire school also assembled into the gym to honor our veterans. 

Superintendent Bill Derringer gave the opening remarks followed by Junior, Rebecca Anderson lead-

ing the crowd in the singing of our National Anthem.  The program consisted of a variety of perform-

ances by TCN high school and elementary students.  The middle school and high school choir per-

formed patriotic hymns.  Mr. Del Braund performed “Amazing Grace” on his bagpipe.  Other per-

formances included the Trinity Lutheran Church’s bell performance and a song from Mr. Darrell 

Studebaker. 

Other activities included the annual presentation of the wreath, a 21-gun salute by the Preble County 

Honor Guard and the playing of “Taps”, performed by Dr. John Vosler and Mr. Harold Reynolds.  

These were all very moving to those in attendance.  The program ended with the audience singing 

“God Bless America”. 

TCN Honors Veterans 

From The Desk Of The Superintendent    
William Derringer 
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Wishing everyone 

a safe, happy and 

healthy new year! 



December was a very busy and exciting month!  

Parents, please remember to check the website 

on a regular basis to stay abreast of all the events 

and activities and teacher and school memos. 

Several families in our community were 

“adopted” by our classrooms for the holidays.  

What a great lesson for our students to learn the 

joy of giving and to experience the satisfaction 

of making someone’s holiday season a little 

brighter.  Our staff does a great job of emphasiz-

ing sharing and giving, especially for those not 

as fortunate as others.  Included in this spirit of 

giving is the annual Cabbage Patch Drive, which 

involves students and staff collecting canned 

food items for needy families in our community.  

The elementary has, historically, collected 

around 2,000 plus cans for the families. 

Our 1st & 3rd graders held their annual music 

program recently, which was well attended by 

parents and others.  A special ‘thank you’ goes 

out to Tom Lear, Barb Hake, Amy Kramer and 

Trisha Shields who headed up the event. 

PTO’s annual Santa Shop was also held re-

cently, which gave students the opportunity to 

buy gifts for friends and family.  It was well re-

ceived by students and was very successful! 

The Freshman class at TCN also sponsored a 

Parents Night Out in December, giving parents 

a chance to get some shopping done and enjoy 

an evening out while their child enjoyed an 

evening at school filled with many activities. 

On behalf of all of us at TCNES, have a wonder-

ful holiday season and a happy new year!!! 

TCN teachers and administration created the “Sophomore 

Academy” as a week long preparation session designed to in-

crease student success on the OGT.  The “Academy” has been 

well received by the students and has contributed to TCN’s suc-

cess on the OGT.  This year’s Sophomore Academy will be held 

the week of February 25-29. 

The Class of 2011 will be TCN’s first class to take an off-year 

OGT in the areas of math, science, writing, reading and social 

studies.  The reasons for administering an off-year test to 9th 

graders include providing additional student preparation and 

data in an OGT setting.  The Terra-Nova off-year test will enable 

Tri-County North students, teachers, parents and administrators 

to have consecutive data for students in grades 3 through 10.  

The off-year test is tentatively scheduled for the week of March 

10-14, 2008. 

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy new year! 

‘Tis the season to begin thinking about assessments! 

Tri-County North High School students in grades 9, 10 and 12 will 

be taking a battery of tests (assessments) during the upcoming 

months.  The schedule kicks off in January with the bi-annual High 

Schools That Work (HSTW) Grade 12 Assessment.  All TCN sen-

iors (including those who attend MVCTC) will be tested in the 

areas of math, science and reading on January 8th and 9th.  They 

will also be administered a “needs assessment” on January 4th 

(MVCTC students will have their needs assessment administered 

on January 7th at CTC).  The data gathered from these assessments 

aid TCN in determining our strengths and concerns regarding 

student preparation for life after high school. 

The Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) is scheduled for the week of 

March 10-14 in the areas of math, science, writing, reading and 

social studies.  All students in the state of Ohio must pass all five 

sections in order to earn a high school diploma.  Three years ago, 

Elementary School          Denny Dyer 

The Middle School VIP (Very Important Panthers) 

students have been busy during the second quarter.  

A group of 5th and 6th grade students went reverse 

Trick-or-Treating at four local nursing homes.  The 

students really brightened the day for a number of 

the community’s elderly by passing out candy and 

sharing conversation and laughs.  VIP sponsored 

the middle school canned food drive.  The students 

from VIP worked to load, unload and sort cans at 

Trinity Lutheran Church.  In conjunction with the 

elementary and high school, over 3,000 cans were 

collected to help feed local needy families for the 

holidays.  Before Christmas break, VIP members 

went caroling at the local nursing homes to spread 

some holiday cheer.  A special thank you to Ms. 

Pierson and Mrs. Freisthler for their leadership in 

this community service group! 

“Education is what 

survives when what 

has been learned has 

been forgotten” 

~ B. F. Skinner 

Middle School                Joe Finkbine 

High School                      Jeff Parker 
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TCN Elementary students have finished a “New 

Student Welcome Book”.  This kid-friendly book 

shows a new student faces of staff members they 

may see around the school, what the playground 

looks like, where things are located around the 

school and even some of their classmate’s favor-

ite foods!  Additionally, the book reveals how 

each day is started, possible field trips, as well as 

activities that take place in gym, music, art,   

library and the computer lab.  The student’s peers 

also tell of things they can do in school (Safety 

Patrol), out of school (4H, Boy and Girl Scouts, 

sports, etc.) and past assemblies they have en-

joyed.  The students who created this book are 

hoping that a new student will better be able to 

acclimate to our school quickly and feel like they 

are part of our school “family” from the first time 

they walk through the door! 

        Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Miami East—Away—5:00 PM  

        Boys HS Basketball vs. Miami East—Away—6:30 PM 

2: Boys Wrestling vs. Triad—Away—9:30 AM                        

        Boys HS Basketball vs. Carlisle—Away—6:00 PM 

4: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. Bethel—Home—5:00 PM 

5: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. West Carrollton—Home—5:00 PM 

       Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. West Carrollton—Away—6:00 PM 

       Girls HS Basketball vs. Stivers—Away—6:00 PM 

8: Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Covington—Home—5:00 PM  

Boys HS Basketball vs. Covington—Home—6:30 PM 

9: Boys Wrestling CCC Tourney—Away—10:00 AM 

MARCH 

31: JV & Varsity Baseball vs. Trotwood Mad.—Away—5:00 PM 

        JV & Varsity Softball vs. Trotwood Mad.—Home—5:00 PM 

JANUARY 

3: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. Covington—Home—5:00 PM           

Girls HS Basketball vs. Covington—Away—5:30 PM 

4: Boys HS Basketball vs. Bradford—Home—6:30 PM 

5: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. Miami East—Away—10:00 AM         

Girls HS Basketball vs. Miami East—Home—12 noon            

Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Brookville—Home—4:30 PM  

Boys HS Basketball vs. Brookville—Home—6:00 PM 

8: Boys Wrestling vs. Dixie/Madeira—Home—6:00 PM                    

Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. Mississinawa—Away—5:00 PM 

10: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. National Trail—Away—5:00 PM  

       Girls HS Basketball vs. National Trail—Home—5:30 PM 

11: Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Arcanum—Away—5:00 PM     

Boys HS Basketball vs. Arcanum—Away—6:30 PM 

15: Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. Newton—Home—5:00 PM 

       Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Northridge—Away—4:30 PM     

       Boys HS Basketball vs. Northridge—Away—6:00 PM 

18: Boys Freshman Basketball vs. TVS—Home—5:00 PM           

Boys HS Basketball vs. TVS—Home—6:30 PM 

19: Boys Wrestling—Panther Inv.—Home—10:00 AM                 

Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. Tri-Village—Away—10:00 AM 

       Girls HS Basketball vs. Withrow—Away—12:30 PM 

22:  Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. Ansonia—Home—5:00 PM 

24: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. TVS—Home—5:00 PM 

       Girls HS Basketball vs. Yellow Springs—Away—5:30 PM 

25:  Boys Wrestling vs. Lima Catholic—Away—5:30 PM 

26: Boys Wrestling vs. Lima Catholic—Away—9:30 AM              

Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. Bradford—Home—10:00 AM 

       Girls HS Basketball vs. West Carrollton—Home—12 noon 

28:  Girls 7/8 Basketball vs. Bethel—Away—5:00 PM 

29: Boys Freshman Basketball vs. Nat’l Trail—Away—4:30 PM    

Boys HS Basketball vs. National Trail—Away—6:00 PM 

31: Boys 7/8 Basketball vs. Arcanum—Away—5:00 PM 

       Girls HS Basketball vs. Arcanum—Home—5:30 PM 

FEBRUARY 

1: Boys Wrestling vs. Preble Shawnee/Brookville—Home—6 PM 

“Nothing is ever achieved without enthusiasm” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Winter Athletics 

Elementary Students Complete New Student Welcome Book 

The true meaning of the season starts with our 3rd and 4th grad-

ers at TCN.  The classes have continued to adopt local families in 

need.  They feel that it is better to give than to receive.  The teach-

ers have collected money from the students instead of holding a 

traditional gift exchange.  That money is then used to purchase 

gifts for the families.  Other outside money was also given this 

year to add to the purchases.  The children helped with the wrap-

ping of the gifts.  All of the packages are delivered to the families 

before Christmas so they can be enjoyed during the holiday sea-

son.  This year, approximately $250 was raised to purchase gifts 

for five children!   

Many “thanks” go out to the 3rd and 4th grade students for their 

generosity, as well as those who donated money and their time. 

Elementary Students Adopt Families 



“Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree, Spread 

Some Cheer This Holiday”.  This was the slogan 

for the local Cabbage Patch Food Drive as the 

TCN Elementary students and staff were asked 

to bring in nonperishable food items December 

3-14, but due to a snow day, was extended 

through the 17th.   

A tree was hung on the office window of the 

main entrance into the school.  In order to 

decorate the tree with a Christmas bulb, class-

rooms were asked to donate 100 cans each.  

Together, students and staff collected an ap-

proximate total of 2,163 items for distribution 

to local families in the Lewisburg Community.  

Around 210 students also entered the Cabbage 

Patch coloring contest.  Most of the pictures 

colored can be seen at Brennan’s in Lewisburg.  

After being judged, these pictures will be placed 

on the boxes of food that will be distributed to 

add some extra “cheer” this holiday. 

 

The fifth and sixth grade VIP students 

recently participated in a reverse trick or 

treat at area nursing homes.  The stu-

dents came in costume and gave out 

candy to the residents at Vancrest, Green-

briar, Heartland and Brookhaven Nurs-

ing Homes.  We had 36 students who 

were able to join us this year.  It was a 

very enjoyable occasion and students put 

smiles on many faces!  In December, we 

will once again spread cheer by caroling 

at the same area nursing homes. 

Cabbage Patch Food Drive 

Several TCNES teachers were the recipients of $500 

grants awarded by McDonald’s restaurants.  Now in its 

5th year, the MAC Grants are awarded to teachers wish-

ing to provide meaningful activities to their students.  The 

awards support hands-on learning activities and are en-

dorsed by the Ohio State Teachers Association. 

McDonald’s recognizes how hard teachers work to create 

interesting lesson plans to inspire their students and that 

hands-on activities are an integral part of this process. 

Some of the award winners (L-R): Dawn Grube (4th), 

Kristi Falldorf (Kindergarten), Ronald himself and Barb 

Kauffman (1st).  Vickie Geglein (1st) and Trish Tobias 

(1st) were unable to attend the program, but also received 

the $500 grants. 

“The role of parents in 

the education of their 

children cannot be 

overestimated” 

~ Mexican American 

Legal Defense Fun 

McDonald’s Awards Grants To TCN Teachers 

Middle School VIP Students Go “Reverse” Trick-or-Treating 
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On Monday, December 10th, the first and third 

grade students performed the “Holiday Moosical”, 

about a moose that wanted to fly.  The perform-

ance took place in the High School gym where 

parents and families were invited to attend.  The 

students performed in front of a full house. 

The students sang seasonal songs, danced and 

acted out the Holiday Moosical.  The song “A 

Time For Miracles” moved many in attendance, as 

well as watching the students dance to the song “I 

Believe I Can Fly”.  Pastor Dave Justis was Father 

Time.  Third grader Dana Potts had the lead role 

as Martina Moose.  She sang two solos, “I Believe 

I Can Fly” and “I Can Fly”.  Santa (Ben Duffy) 

made a surprise visit.  The crowd roared with 

laughter at the visit of Baby New Year, performed 

by Bo Hendrickson.  He courageously wore a dia-

per for the occasion! 

The program ended with Maddi Ditmer recogniz-

ing parents, teachers, students and the those in 

charge of the program:  Mr. Lear, Mrs. Hake, 

Mrs. Shields and Mrs. Kramer.  A special “thank 

you” went out to Mr. Dyer for “letting students 

spread their wings and fly at Tri-County North 

Elementary” and to Rex Wright, who ran the 

sound equipment that night.  In all it was a great 

performance! 

A special thank you goes out to the Lewisburg Chamber of Com-

merce who generously sponsored the meal and the centerpieces for 

the event.  The luncheon wouldn’t be the success that it is without 

their support! 

Finally, thank you to all who helped organize the event! 

TCN Schools held their annual Senior Citizens Holiday Luncheon 

on December 14th in the High School cafeteria.  All senior citizens 

in our school district were invited to attend.  Attendance was ap-

proximately 90 people.   

Seniors enjoyed a great meal prepared by TCN’s food service depart-

ment, which was served by the TCN FFA students.  They were also 

entertained by music selections from a high school brass ensemble 

and the high school and middle school choirs.  The Second and 

Fourth graders also provided entertainment for the Seniors by sing-

ing some of their favorite holiday carols. 

After the entertainment, door prizes were given away to those in 

attendance.  All door prizes were generously donated by the follow-

ing businesses:  Sarah’s Pizza, Village Florist & Gift Shop, Miller’s 

Hardware, Grinner’s Sports Café, Dayton Dragons Organization, 

Brennan’s, Wendy’s, Rob’s Restaurant, K’s Restaurant and Loudy 

Office Machines.  A great big “thank you” to those businesses for 

their donation!   

Aaron Koenig, a TCN 6th grader, won the school-

level competition of the National Geographic Bee on 

December 18, 2007 and a chance to win a $25,000 

college scholarship.  In second place was Devin 

Shiverdecker and in third place was Urmil Patel.  The 

school-level Bee, at which students answered oral 

questions on geography, was the first round in the 

20th annual National Geographic Bee.  Aaron and 

Devin will both compete at the county Bee in early 

2008 against students from all five county schools for 

top honors. 

“The important thing 

is not so much that 

every child should be 

taught, as that every 

child should be given 

the wish to learn” 

~ John Lubbock 

Aaron Koenig Wins TCN Geography Bee 

A Holiday “Moosical” 

Senior Citizens Holiday Luncheon Held Recently 

L-R:  Devin Shiverdecker, Urmil Patel 

and Aaron Koenig 



District Office 

436 N. Commerce Street 

PO Box 40 

Lewisburg, OH  45338 

TRI -COUNTY NORTH  

LOCAL  SCHOOLS  

            8th Grade Parent Mtg. About HS registration — 

            HS Cafeteria at 7:00 P.M. 

15-18:  No School 

19-29:  8th Grade Registration for HS Classes 

20-21:  8th Grade—Making Middle Grades Work  Assessment 

21:     FFA Banquet 

25-29:  OGT Sophomore Academy 

25-26:  8th Graders to CTC for visit 

27:       Teacher In-service Day—No School 

MARCH 

3—7: Terra Nova Testing for Grades 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 

4:  Election Day 

        MS/HS Band & Choir Concert at 7:00 P.M. 

6:  NHS Induction at 7:00 P.M. 

        8th Grade—Job Shadowing Day 

7: PTO Carnival 

        End of 3rd Quarter 

10-14:   9th Grade Off-Year Assessment and OGT Testing 

14:       Grade Cards Sent Home 

17-20:  OGT Make-up Week 

21:     Good Friday—No School 

24-28:  Spring Break—No School (resume 3/31/08) 

JANUARY 

1: New Year’s Day—No School 

4:     HSTW Needs Assessment for TCN Seniors 

7: Market Day Pick-up 

        HSTW Needs Assessment for TCN MVCTC Seniors 

8-9:  HSTW Assessments for all Seniors (7:30-9:30 AM) 

9: STARS 

        Junior Class Parents Meeting in the Library 

11: Grade Cards Sent Home 

        Preble County Business Advisory Council to meet with 

        Juniors during S.T.E.P.S. 

14:   PTO Meeting—6:30 P.M. 

21: Martin Luther King Day—No School 

24: 1st Grade Field Trip To Victoria Theater 

25: Winter Fling 

30:   MUSE Machine: Dayton Opera @ TCN HS 

FEBRUARY 

5-8:  8th Grade Introduction To HS Registration 

9: TCN HS Drama Presentation “Cinderella Wore  

        Combat Boots” @ the Methodist Church—7:00 PM 

13:   STARS 

14: Valentine Parties—after 2 P.M.  

       Parent/Teacher Conferences—2:30 to 8:30 P.M. 

Upcoming Events 

District:  962-2671 

High School:  962-2675 

Middle School:  962-2631 

Elementary:  962-2673  
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