
We’re off to another great start to a new school year!  It’s hard to believe the end to our first quarter is 

nearly here.  With that in mind, I would like to touch on just a few items. 

I would like to thank all of you for your cooperation by entering the school building through the “Main 

Entrance” which is door number two.  I know that it is different from what many of you were used to 

over the past several years, but it really has made a difference in securing our building during the 

hours when our students are in session.  I have personally checked the outside doors around the build-

ing and can honestly say that they have all remained locked during the school day.  The only way to 

enter the building is through the main entrance where you must sign in to receive a visitor’s pass be-

fore your entrance will be allowed.  Again, I want to thank each of you for your cooperation as we try to 

keep our students and staff as safe as possible.   

We will once again be utilizing the “One Call” system this fall and winter if we have any type of inclem-

ent weather that would require our school to be delayed or cancelled.  If you have changed your phone 

number or would like an additional phone number added to our list, please give Noelle Murray a call in 

the District Office and she will add your new number to the system.  We will also use the “One Call” 

system to contact you in the event of a crisis or emergency situation so please be sure to keep us up to 

date with accurate phone numbers. 

By now, I am sure that you have seen the signs for our upcoming levy, Issue 20, which is on the ballot 

on November 5th.  It is a one percent earned income tax levy which will generate $922,951.00.  You 

should be receiving some literature in the mail over the next couple of weeks providing you with valu-

able information about the levy.  I encourage you to read it.  I would also like to invite you to our “Town 

Hall” meeting on Thursday, October 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the Tri-County North High School gymnasium.  

The purpose of this meeting is to provide you with information about the November 5th levy and to an-

swer any questions that you might have about Issue 20.  If you cannot attend the meeting you can 

always give me a call at the Tri-County North District Office at 937-962-2671 and I will try to answer 

your questions as best I can.  

As always, I want to thank you for your continued support for Tri-County North!  

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT                      
William Derringer 

2013 TCN Homecoming 

The 2013 Homecoming game was held on Friday, October 11th, against Bradford.  

The community came together to support Tri-County North and honor the 2013 

Homecoming Court: 

Seniors:  Derek Booth & Kourtney Engle, Kyle Edgin & Jackie Marshall, Brad Horn-

beck & Hailee Schmidt, and Austin Hutchins & Carly Whitaker 

Juniors:  Gannon Frantz & Kara Simpson, and Dustin Green & Serena Singleton 

Sophomores:  Kade Bush & Macey Dennison 

Freshmen:  Jacob Louthan & Paige 

Daugherty 

The 2013 Homecoming King and Queen 

were Austin Hutchins and Jackie Marshall.  

Congratulations to all of those on court! 
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Just A Reminder! 
 

If you’re not receiving 

One Call messages or you 

would like to revise your 

contact numbers, please 

contact Noelle Murray at 

the TCN District Office at 

937-962-2671. 



Change is the word to start the 2013-14 school year!  I would 

like to provide you with a brief description of a few of these 

changes, but a couple I will not elaborate on are the many new 

faces at TCN and our new Facebook page because they are 

noted in other sections of this newsletter.  After reading this, 

you many have more questions.  Please feel free to call me at 

962-2673 and we can discuss your questions. 

The Superkids came to Tri-County North Elementary in kinder-

garten, first and second grades.  Superkids Reading Program 

is a core reading program designed for grades K-2 that looks 

and works like no other, with a cast of characters that children 

love.  Based on a proven pedagogy and compelling brain re-

search, it combines rigor and fun to deliver on its promise:  

Every child will learn to read.  Kindergarten focuses on the 26 

letters of the alphabet.  Students systematically learn to read 

and write letters, to associate letters with sounds, to blend 

letter-sounds to form words and sentences, and to read and 

write phonetically regular words as well as Memory Words.  In 

first grade, students learn more complex letter-sound relation-

ships.  They continue to develop their decoding and encoding 

skills and read longer stories where comprehension and flu-

ency are emphasized.  In second grade, students have a rich 

and varied curriculum using multiple components:  Decodable 

Reader, Word Work Book, SUPER Magazine, The Book Club for 

Superkids, and Write It Right.  Parents...you will be receiving 

packets your child has completed throughout the year so you 

know what they have learned while at school. 

TCNES has moved from a targeted-assistance building to a 

school-wide building for receiving federal funds.  This change 

has allowed TCNES to use funds from Title I, Part A and other 

Federal education program funds and resources to upgrade 

the entire educational program of the school in order to raise 

academic achievement for all the students.  This contrasts 

with a Title I targeted assistance program, through which 

Title I, Part A funds are used only for supplementary educa-

tional services for eligible children who are failing or at risk of 

failing to meet State standards.  This change has allowed us 

to hire four para-teachers to assist with all students in the 

elementary grades 1-4.   

Sometimes changes causes anxiety, but at Tri-County North, 

we are excited and are anticipating great outcomes from the 

changes we have made in several different areas.  Looking 

forward to another great school year!  Please feel free to 

contact me with any questions or concerns by calling 937-

962-2673 or via email at joe_finkbine@tcn.k12.oh.us. 

We are off to a great start for the 2013-2014 school year here 

at Tri-County North.  I am excited to have the opportunity to be 

the 7th-12th grade principal and to be able to get to know the 

students earlier in their educational career here at TCN. 

At the high school, we were able to add a block class for AP 

English 12 and continue our block class for Calculus.  The AP 

English is one of four dual credit classes we offer where stu-

dents earn college credit through Indiana University.  The 

other three classes are:  Speech, Personal Finance, and Geol-

ogy.  Students can earn as many as 15 college credit hours 

before they graduate from high school.  In addition to these 

classes, we have several students taking online college 

classes during their free period offered through Sinclair Com-

munity College. 

We have several students who need to be recognized for their 

outstanding composite scores on the ACT.  The ACT is a test 

required by most colleges, and Tri-County North was repre-

sented well by these students:  Urmil Patel scored a compos-

ite score of 35; Jesse Cavendish—32; and T.J. Tahmassebi—

30.  The best score one can receive on the ACT is 36. 

Starting this year, all 5th-10th grade students are taking 

Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) computer-generated 

assessments in Language Arts, Reading, Math and Science.  

MAP is a trusted resource for measuring individual student 

achievement, calculating student growth, projecting profi-

ciency on high-stakes assessments, and comparing a stu-

dent’s growth to that of students across the country.  TCN 

teachers will use the data to plan instruction and monitor 

student results throughout the year, targeting academic 

strengths and challenges for each student.  The MAP test will 

be given three times per year and results will be shared with 

parents. 

We are happy to introduce the Tri-County North Schools’ 

Facebook page this year!  The Facebook page allows us to 

provide up-to-date information about Tri-County North on a 

daily basis.  Please like our page on Facebook to keep cur-

rent on the happenings at TCN. 

Tri-County North 5th through 12th grades welcome our new 

photographer, Mr. Mike Champine of Champine Photography.  

The website to view pictures of extra-curricular events is 

www.champinephotography.com.  Mr. Champine also took 

the school pictures of students this year and the make up 

school picture day is Friday, October 18, 2013. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free 

to contact me at 937-962-2675 or 937-962-2631 or by 

email at doug_dunham@tcn.k12.oh.us. 

K-6 School News                                                                                                      Joe Finkbine 

7-12 School News                                                                                                Doug Dunham 
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OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    

7: HSVB vs. Preble Shawnee—5:30 pm 

8: HSVB @ Newton—5:30 pm 

        JHFB vs. Bradford—5:00 pm 

10: HSVB vs. Mississinawa Valley—5:30 pm 

        HS Girls Soccer @ TVS—5:30 pm 

11:  Varsity FB vs. Bradford (Homecoming) - 7:30 pm 

12: MS/HS Cross Country  @ Bethel (CCC) - 10:00 am 

        JVFB @ Bradford—10:00 am 

15: JHFB vs. Miami East—5:00 pm 

18: Varsity FB  vs. Miami East—7:30 pm 

19: JVFB @ Miami East—10:00 am 

22: JHFB @ TVS—5:00 pm 

25: Varsity FB @ TVS—7:30 pm 

26: JVFB vs. TVS—10:00 am 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    

1: Varsity FB vs. National Trail—7:30 pm 

7: HSGB vs. Meadowdale (scrimmage)—5:30 pm 

9: HSGB vs. Stebbins (scrimmage)—10:00 am 

12:  HSGB vs. Greenville (scrimmage)—5:30 pm 

16: Freshman Basketball @ Valley View (scrimmage)—10:00 am   

        HSBB vs. Valley View (scrimmage)—10:00 am 

18: HSGB @ Troy Christian (scrimmage)—5:30 pm 

22:  HSGB @ SWBL/CCC Tip Off @ TVS—6:00 pm 

23: JHGB vs. Valley View—10:00 am 

        HSGB @ SWBL/CCC Tip Off @ TVS—3:00 pm 

25: JHGB @ Tri-Village—5:00 pm 

26: HSGB vs. Northeastern—5:30 pm 

29: Freshman Basketball @ National Trail—5:00 pm                    

HSBB @ National Trail—6:30 pm 

30: JHGB vs. Ansonia—10:00 am 

        Varsity Wrestling @ Brookville—10:00 am 

        Freshman Basketball  @ Madison—4:30 pm 

        HSBB @ Madison—6:00 pm 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

2: JHBB vs. Valley View—5:00 pm                                               

JHGB @ Eaton—5:00 pm 

3: JHGB @ Bethel—5:00 pm 

5: JHBB vs. TVS—5:00 pm                                                              

HSGB @ TVS—5:30 pm 

6: Freshman Basketball @ Miami East—5:00 pm                            

HSBB @ Miami East—6:30 pm 

7: JHGB @ Covington—10:00 am 

9: JHBB @ Eaton—5:00 pm                                                                 

HSGB vs. Dixie—5:30 pm 

10: JHGB vs. Miami East—5:00 pm 

12: JHBB @ Arcanum—5:00 pm                                                         

HSGB vs. Arcanum—5:30 pm 

13: Freshman Basketball vs. Covington—5:00 pm                          

HSBB vs. Covington—6:30 pm 

14: JHGB vs. National Trail—10:00 am                                         
Varsity Wrestling @ Versailles—10:00 am                                  

HSBB vs. Seton Catholic—6:00 pm 

16: JHGB @ Dixie—5:00 pm                                                             

HSGB vs. Milton Union—5:30 pm 

17: Freshman Basketball vs. Bethel—4:30 pm                                   

HSBB vs. Bethel—6:00 pm 

19: JHBB vs. Bradford—5:00 pm                                                      
HSGB @ Bradford—5:30 pm                                                    

Varsity Wrestling @ National Trail—6:00 pm 

20: HSBB @ Ansonia—6:30 pm 

21: JHBB @ Franklin-Monroe—10:00 am 

        JHGB vs. Preble Shawnee—10:00 am       

        HSGB vs. Franklin-Monroe—1:30 pm                                      

        HSBB @ Xenia Nazarene Christian—5:30 pm 

27:   HSBB @ Preble Shawnee Holiday Tournament—TBA 

28: Varsity Wrestling @ Tipp Holiday Tournament—9:00 am           

HSGB @ Mississinawa—1:00 pm 

        HSBB @ Preble Shawnee Holiday Tournament—TBA 

Fall Athletics 

Create-A-Pig Contest Held 

TCN students recently participated in the Create-A-Pig contest as 

part of the Preble County Pork Festival.  Many students placed and 

they are as follows: 

Digital PigDigital PigDigital PigDigital Pig————7th/8th grade7th/8th grade7th/8th grade7th/8th grade    

1st:  Nathan Fisher & Gavin Sines 

2nd:  Dylan Bateman 

Most Unique PigMost Unique PigMost Unique PigMost Unique Pig————3rd3rd3rd3rd----8th grade8th grade8th grade8th grade    

1st:  Kaylyn Heindl, Lillian Davis, Kimberly Stacey & Tessah Knisley 

2nd:  Abigail Smeltzer & Tessah Knisley 

3rd:  Joey Wheelock, Karley Stacey, Sean Finnigan & Jacob Roesle 

4th:  Makenzie Lykins, Nick Erbaugh & Ethan Cooley 

CarveCarveCarveCarve----AAAA----PigPigPigPig————5th/6th grade5th/6th grade5th/6th grade5th/6th grade    

1st:  Julia Meyers 

3rd:  Matthew O’Dell 

Prettiest PigPrettiest PigPrettiest PigPrettiest Pig————KgKgKgKg----6th grade6th grade6th grade6th grade    

1st:  Lexi DeLong 

2nd:  Jocelyn Kennedy 

3rd:  Kelli Cooke & Ella 
Stone 

4th:  Emma Cole 

Congratulations to all of 

the winners and thank you 

for representing TCN so 

well! 
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5th & 6th Grade Most Unique    
Winner:  Lillian Davis 



Once again this year, Tri-

County North is participating 

in a cell phone drive.  There 

is nothing for you to buy or 

sell to participate.  Just 

send in any unused cell 

phones with their batteries.  

Collection boxes are in the 

district and school offices.  

100% of the proceeds go 

directly to our school and 

keeps harmful materials out 

of our landfills.  Help make 

our drive an even bigger 

success by asking friends, 

family, neighbors and co-

workers to donate their 

used cell phones, too.  We 

appreciate any contributions 

you can make! 

TCN Summer School was held August 5th-15th 

this year.  There were forty-two students in 

grades first through fourth attending.  Students 

were actively engaged in Reading and Math 

activities to prepare themselves for the upcom-

ing school year.  All students received Reading 

certificates for putting forth full effort.  Nineteen 

students were rewarded a king-sized candy bar 

for attending all nine days of summer school.  

Congratulations! 

Cell Phone Drive 

Summer School A Success! 

Family Fun Night Is Coming! 

This year’s Family Fun Night will be held on 

Friday, October 18th, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  

Come join the elementary staff in an exciting 

night of fun, games and food!  The event will 

take place in the high school and middle 

school gymnasiums.  Enter through the high 

school front entrance (door #1).  There will be 

carnival games for the elementary aged stu-

dents.  Please understand that no students older than fourth 

grade will be permitted to play the games.  Tickets to play the 

games will be $0.25 each.  There will be hot dogs, cotton candy 

and drinks available for an additional cost.  There will also be 

the raffle for great prizes for the students and adults.  If you 

would like to donate any unused items for the raffle (Pampered 

Chef, Thirty One, Scentsy, etc.), please contact Heather Means 

in the TCN elementary at 937-962-2673.  The money raised 

that night will go back to the carnival fund to ensure that the 

carnival will continue next year.  We hope to see you there!   
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New Faces At TCN 

With several staff members 

retiring last year, we have quite 

a few new faces in the building 

this year!  Over the summer 

months, TCN hired the following 

new staff members to replace 

those retirees: 

Jacqueline Mathias—Elementary 

Music, Braden Kindell—High 

School Social Studies Teacher, 

Walt Dolinski—Middle School Intervention Specialist, Toni 

Holzapfel—Third Grade Teacher, Lauren Kiwacka—Third 

Grade Teacher, Cheryl Ross—Spanish Teacher, and four para-

teachers—Kelly Brophy (2nd grade), Kelsey Buck (4th grade), 

Jill Coffey (3rd grade), and Jessica Conner (1st grade).   

Please welcome all of our new staff members! 

Reading Oasis:  A Cool Place To Discover Hot Books! 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to the Elementary Library November 4th-

8th.  Students will be able to browse and purchase books during their spe-

cials.  Families may visit the fair from 4:00—6:30 p.m., Monday (the 4th) 

and Thursday (the 7th) before or after conferences.   

This year’s theme takes students on a journey back to Ancient Egypt to an 

oasis overflowing with fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want to read.  Giving kids 

access to good books and the opportunity to choose books that will motivate them to read 

more.  And like most acquired skills, the more kids practice reading, the better they will get!   

We look forward to seeing you at the Book Fair! 

Recycling At TCN 

This year, TCN has begun recycling plastic milk bottles served 

in the lunchroom during breakfast and lunch.  In doing so, we 

will greatly reduce the amount of trash going to the landfill.  A 

special container has been added in the cafeteria for the milk 

bottles.  We ask that all children dispose of their bottles prop-

erly so we can help reduce, reuse and recycle! 

The 2012-2013 High School 

Yearbooks are in!  If you or-

dered a book or would like to 

purchase one or a past TCN 

yearbook, please call Ms. Car-

mean at 962-2675.  To order 

the 2013-2014 yearbook, visit 

www.jostens.com. 



Hello from the Elementary Music room!  There are exciting things happening in 

the music room so far this year!  The students have been working hard to im-

prove their musicianship by singing and playing a variety of instruments.  Aside 

from the wonderful things happening inside the classroom, there are also won-

derful things happening outside the classroom.  A few weeks ago, a donation 

came to our district for the music department.  With the elementary portion of 

that donation, we were able to purchase many new instruments for the students 

to use in the classroom.  This included five new xylophones, ten hand drums and 

five tambourines among other instruments.  The students are anxious to get 

more opportunities to play these instruments as the year goes on.  Look for 

these instruments to be used during the upcoming Christmas performance! 

Speaking of performances, there are exciting events coming up for the elemen-

tary students.  On Friday, November 15th, the 4th grade students will participate 

in the performance for our Veterans Day program.  This performance will be in 

front of our invited guests during the school day.  Also upcoming is the school-

wide Christmas performance, which is a change for this year!  This will take 

place on Saturday, December 7th, in the high school gym.  The elementary por-

tion will start at 2:00 p.m. with each grade level getting the opportunity to per-

form and showcase what they have been working on in class so far this year.  

There will also be performances from the middle and high school students later 

that evening.  And to finish out 2013, the 2nd and 3rd grade students will be 

performing Christmas carols at the annual Senior Citizen Holiday Luncheon on 

December 13th for our area senior citizens (by reservation only). 

Stay tuned for more information regarding 

the upcoming Christmas performance on 

December 7th.  Please feel free to contact 

Miss Mathias with any questions by calling 

937-962-2673. 

Elementary Music News 
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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).  Individuals who are hearing impaired or 

have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an 

equal opportunity provider and employer. 

MECA Studies Monarch Butterflies 

The third and fourth grade MECA students got to learn 

about Monarch butterflies when Mrs. Wysong visited the 

class in mid-September.  Mrs. Wysong brought with her 

three chrysalises for students to observe and release into 

the wild once the butterflies emerged.  The students 

learned about the life cycle of 

the monarch, it’s habitat, char-

acteristics, and how to tell if a monarch is a male or fe-

male.  Did you know that Monarch butterflies are the only 

insect to migrate up to 2,500 miles to get out of the cold 

weather and hibernate?  That’s AMAZING!  Thanks, Mrs. 

Wysong, for sharing your hobby with us! 

At the beginning of the school year, Tri-County North 

Local Schools started their own Facebook page.  The 

purpose behind this was to better inform the public of 

the events and happenings going on at TCN.  If you 

have not already done so, “like” us on Facebook and 

you’ll begin to receive all of our 

outgoing messages in your 

newsfeeds.  You can find TCN’s 

Facebook page by going to 

http://linkyy.com/tcnfacebook 

or by scanning the QR code 

with your smart phone here: 

Congratulations to the TCN   

Varsity Football Team for being 

selected as the Channel 2 WDTN 

Operation Football Team of the 

Week after their victory against 

Brookville on August 30, 2013.  

WDTN presented the team with 

an Operation Football plaque  

the week following the game.  

Congratulations on a great vic-

tory to Coach Derringer and all 

of the players! 
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Ms. Kauffman’s first grade class enjoying the new instruments! 



OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 

3: 6th Grade Dearborn, MI Parent Meeting—6:00 pm 

8: Ohio Achievement Assessment—3rd Grade Reading  

11:   MS Picture Retakes 

14: Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL 

15: Teacher In-Service Day—NO SCHOOL 

18:   Picture Retakes for Grades 5-12 

21: TCN Board of Education Meeting—7:30 pm 

22: Elementary Picture Day 

25: End of First Quarter 

31:  Halloween 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember 

1:     Report Cards Sent Home With Students 

3: Daylight Savings Time Ends—Fall BACK One Hour 

4: ES—Parent/Teacher Conferences—3:30-6:30 pm 

5: Election Day 

        Mobile Dentist K-12 

5-8: 8th Grade Washington D.C. Field Trip 

7: ES—Parent/Teacher Conferences—3:30-6:30 pm 

 

11: Veterans Day 

14: MS/HS—Parent/Teacher Conferences—2:30-8:30 pm 

15: Veterans Day Program—1:00 pm 

18: TCN Board of Education Meeting—7:30 pm 

19: Juniors to Olive Garden for Passing All 5 Parts of the OGT 

26:  ES Picture Retakes 

27-29:  Thanksgiving Break—NO SCHOOL 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 

5:     Sophomores Visit MVCTC 

6:     Interims Sent Home With Students 

7: Holiday Music Program:  ES—2:00 pm, MS—3:00 pm, 

        Booster Meal—4:30 pm, HS—5:30 pm 

13: Senior Citizen Holiday Luncheon—12:30 pm  

16:  TCN Board of Education Meeting—7:30 pm 

23-Jan. 3—Winter Break—NO SCHOOL 

25: Christmas Day 

31:  New Year’s Eve 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary 

1:  New Year’s Day 

6:  Classes Resume 

436 N. Commerce Street 

PO Box 40 

Lewisburg, OH  45338 

District Office:  937-962-2671 

High School:  937-962-2675 

Middle School:  937-962-2631 

Elementary School:  937-962-2673 
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